R15: Innovative methods for data collection

Purpose for collecting these data:

The technological advances taking place in many fields, including forensic and statistical sciences, increase at an exponential rate. Technologies that are not currently
available, or which are not widespread, can become common practice in a matter of a few years. Similarly, technologies being used in other fields can be utilized in an
innovative manner in collecting information on drug trafficking or use.

This module aims at providing a space where countries can share information on innovative methods used for data collection on drug related matters, which may not be
covered in other parts of the questionnaire, such as wastewater analysis or big data related methods. Sharing this information in this context can also encourage other
Member States to implement similar methodologies.
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EWG:

- While experts recognized the
value of waste water analysis as a
complementary method to
understand the drug market, they
were in agreement that

the methodology needs further
developments before
methodological guidelines can

be produced.

- Experts supported the
implementation of less costly
methodologies, such as rapid
assessments, risk assessments,
wastewater analysis, and the use of
indirect estimation methods.

- Experts also considered the use of
the Internet and handheld devices
as cost-effective solutions to
population surveys.




